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There is a power in community that is truly a  
beautiful thing. However I think too often we miss 
it. We are looking in the wrong places or we are 
even exclusive when it comes to the community 
we belong too. The power of a community does 
not come because some people are better than 
others. In fact, it is when we humble ourselves in 
the name of God and love and care for all that are 
around us.  
 
Let's look at Hebrews 10:24-25 (CEB) "Let's also 
think about how to motivate each other to show 
love and do good works. Don't stop meeting to-
gether with other believers, which some people 
have gotten into the habit of doing. Instead,       
encourage each other, especially as you see the 
day drawing near." The power of community    
happens because we care for each other. How-
ever, Troy First UMC cannot be limited to just our 
church community. We belong to a community that 
stretches its arms to all around us. That includes 
all people in Troy and the surrounding area. If we 
think that our arms are not meant to stretch to all 
people then I would like you to ask yourself these 
questions? Why did Jesus die for me? Did he die 
for just me or for all people? What makes us any 
different than the people who live within the same 
community as us? We cannot think that Jesus died 
for only us and not for people who are not like us. 
 
 

I am saddened by the truth that churches all over 
the United States are in decline. Why? We are all 
Christian and lovey dovey when it comes to the 
people in our own churches but not to those who 
live next door. We must allow God to change our 
hearts. I am sure we all resonate with this       
question: "Why would I attend or become a part of 
a community where I am not valued?" Maybe not 
all who read this resonated, but I know I would 
never want to be a part of a community where I am 
not appreciated or valued. I want to belong to a 
community where I am cared for and nurtured. We 
often think that those around us have nothing to 
add to the life of the congregation. One of the    
realities of the gospel is that the church is called to 
engage these persons so that they may help     
reshape congregational life. The perspective they 
bring us is not the same way we have done things 
for 200 years, but they bring us a perspective of 
those who have been ignored, hurt, or even turned 
away from the Church. If we will not listen to them 
and care for them, not only will they not hear or 
see the gospel, but you and I will be missing the 
message of the gospel in its entirety. 
 
We are called to care for the souls of every last 
person in our community (inside the church and 
out). We are to baptize in the name of the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Let's never have 
a Pharisee mentality, but one that bears the cross 
and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. ~Pastor Mic 



JAM will begin Jan 16-Feb 27.  Our theme this 

session is "Tell It on the Mountain Where 

Jesus Christ is Lord".  We will meet in Room 

309 from 6-7pm with the Children's Choir 

meeting at 7pm beginning Feb 6.  Meals will 

be served at First Place from 5-5:45pm each 

week of JAM. 

Wednesday Family Nights 
The Children's Choir will begin another 

session starting in Feb and will present in 

church on Mar 17.  Look for more 

information in the church bulletins. 

Super Sunday 

Let’s Go!  Travel 2013 
!  Beef and Boards “9 to 5” musical:  
Feb 13, $40 deposit due now! 
 
!  Holland, MI Tulip Festival: May 7-9, 
$75 deposit due Jan 20 
 
!  Land of Cross tipped churches:  
Apr 18, $30 deposit due Feb 15 
 
!  Pittsburg Express: June 18-20,  
$75 deposit due Mar 1 
 
!  Tecumseh:  July 17, $40 deposit 
due May 31 
 
 

  Reds Ballgame:  TBA 

!  Mystery Trip:  Aug 22, $30 deposit 

due June 28 

!  Pigeon Forge/ Smoky Mountains: 

Sept.16-19, $75 deposit due Apr 26 

!  Splendors of Italy:  Oct. 27-Nov 4, 
$250 deposit due Mar 1 
 

!  La Comedia “Christmas 

Spectacular” Dec 11, $75 deposit due 

Oct 1 

Since our Pajama Sunday was such a hit, 

on Sun, Feb 3 everyone is invited to wear 

apparel supporting their favorite sports 

team!  If you choose to wear this apparel 

we are asking that you bring a new book 

and/or puzzle appropriate for children 

ages 3-18yrs which will be donated to the 

Family Abuse Shelter and to the families 

who are served by our First Place Food 

Pantry. 
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Holy Week The Passion of Christ 

† Sun, Mar 24~Palm Sunday 

The Palm Sunday Walk will begin at 
9:45am from First Place. All are invited to 
attend. 

† Dramas~ TBD 

† Easter Sunday~ Mar 31 

Sonrise Service at 7:23am 

Traditional Services: 8:15 & 10:45am 

Contemporary Services;  9:30 & 10:45am 

Breakfast at First Place: 8:15-10:15am 

 

We will present The Twelve Seats 
at the Table and At His Feet      
during Holy Week.  Both are    
powerful dramas that will lead us 
into Easter (Mar 31).  All drama 
roles are monologues, and        
rehearsals will be on an individual 
basis at your convenience.      
During Holy Week we will          
rehearsal together in the eve-
nings.  If you want more informa-
tion or would like to   volunteer to 
either be on stage or to work     
behind the scenes, please,  con-
tact Susan Furlong at              
sfurlong90@gmail.com. You may 
also contact Pastor Dave and he 
will direct you to someone who 
has been in one or both the       
productions.  

Then saith he unto them, My soul is 

exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: 

tarry ye here, and watch with me. 

 – Matthew 26:37 

 

Youth Ministries 
We are excited about the next few months in the 
Youth Program. We have tons of things planned on 
top of our weekly Wednesday Nights. Zack is 
leading our Mini-Missions and he has been doing 
some amazing things for the people in our 
community including helping our Food Pantry, and 
making gifts for those in the Breakfast on Sundays. 
In January we are going to Camp Marengo for a 
Winter Retreat. We are pumped about this. It is an 
opportunity for our Youth to have fun with one 
another, build friendships, have a blast, and learn 
about God. Our theme this year is “Battle of the 
Sexes” and we are going to be looking into what it 
means to be a Man and Woman of God. We have 
all sorts of activities planned. In January we also 
kick off our new Message Series called “iSelf” 
which is all about looking at the ‘self’ words like self
-respect, self-worth, and many more. 
 
      

 

 

Feb 22–24 we are going to New York for a Ski Trip 

to Holiday Valley. This is always a fun trip. It’s a 

road trip and a ski trip all in one. The last thing I 

want to share with you is that in March we are 

having a Dance Party. However, this is unlike any 

dance party you have ever seen. This is all to raise 

money to help fight human trafficking in our 

community and within the world. The Youth will be 

looking for sponsors and raising money as they 

dance. Dancing is truly a blessing. There are kids 

in other countries including here in Ohio that are 

chained up and not free to dance, so we will dance 

to set them free. We will dance so that they may 

dance with joy one day. Through God all things are 

possible. 
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1.25 | “Not My Life” Screening 

2.3 | Team G(race) Luau Run & Big 

Game Viewing Pary 

2.15 | Father Daughter Dance 

2.23 | Alpha Spiritual Retreat 

3.1 & 2 | Heart to Heart Retreat 

3.24 | Palm Walk 

4.12 & 13 | UMW Rummage Sale 

 

An “Ugly Sweater” Christmas 
 

9:30am & 10:45am Services 

First Place Worship 

Upcoming Events 

110 West Franklin Street 

Troy, Ohio  45373 
                                                     Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Troy, Ohio 

Permit No. 116 


